[Spinal epidural abscess in an 11-year-old boy (author's transl)].
Spinal epidural abscesses can occur in childhood. Neurological defects are late manifestations in the course of this disease. Recognition of the early symptoms followed by immediate neurosurgical intervention can prevent these defects. This report describes the course of an epidural abscess in an 11 year old boy. The painful febrile spinal syndrome of the cervical column was the outpointing initial symptom. Lateron disturbances of the autonomic nerve function appeared, such as acute abdomen. The differential diagnosis of the early symptoms is discussed.